








only their happiness and comfort
in mind. As she says, “Feral cats
really have it tough and I like to
make their lives better.” L-
Danyielle takes care of a big feral
cat colony in the Mission dis-
trict, so she knows first hand
how difficult it is for them to
survive out there. She tries to
help by giving medical care to
those who need it, spaying and
neutering the adults to keep the
colony from growing, and plac-
ing the kittens in foster homes to
socialize them to domesticity.
The first step is setting the
trap. She lines the trap with
newspaper so the cat won’t have
to walk on wire, then she puts
little dabs of tuna that lead all
the way to the back of the trap
where the trigger is, and a big
tuna jackpot at the end of the
trail. She sets the traps in a
strategic spot, hides at a distance,
and waits, and waits some more,
for a kitty to mosey in and trip

the trigger.

L-Danyielle has trapped over
100 cats (adults and kittens) since
April of 1996. She sends the
adults to The San Francisco
SPCA so they can be examined,
spayed or neutered, vaccinated,
and then returned to their feral
colony. But not so the kittens.
She either takes them into her
own home to socialize (she did
30 or so this year) or farms them
out to other foster homes to
ready them for adoption.

With all this kitty traffic, her
own cats have had to chill out
and adapt. She now has three
cats of her own, but when she
started fostering kittens, she just
had Kity, now 10 years old. Kity
was not so thrilled at first with
L-Danyielle’s new fostering
hobby. She hissed and growled
and so on. But now she’s much
mellower, hides in the bedroom
when she feels overwhelmed, and
only growls when the kittens get

L-Danyielle and Rooster

right in her face.

L-Danyielle first became inter-
ested in helping ferals from an
SE/SPCA feral cat meeting in
1994. From those beginnings,
her “hobby” has really taken off.
She finds out about cats and kit-
tens who need attention from the
SE/SPCA feral fix line, and of
course she monitors the needs of
the Mission district colony. And
lately, people have been calling
her with their fostering prob-
lems, too, complaining that the
feral kittens they’re fostering are
growling and hissing. L-
Danyielle to the rescue; she takes
over and finishes the job.

She’s learned a lot over the
past year, and that helps. She
noticed, for example, that when a
mom cat in a feral colony comes
back to her kittens she meows to
say it’s okay. So now when L-
Danyielle wants to catch young
kittens, she meows like a mother
cat, and sometimes the kittens
toddle right out.

One day in September she had
a hunch about a cat. She knew
the cat had kittens, and just had a
feeling that the mom was sick.
Sure enough, the mother cat was
so ill, she had to be euthanized.
L-Danyielle then went looking
for the orphan kittens. She made
meowing sounds and they came
right to her. She was thrilled,
and she found foster homes for
them all, too.

Says L-Danyielle, “I've been
given a lot in my life and I'm
very grateful, and this is a way I
can give back. I used to volunteer
at the S.F. General [Hospital]
nursery, but I like working with
animals better. Animals are my
cup of tea.”

Three hours a week,
that’s all we ask. Volunteer
for SF/SPCA animals. Call
(415) 554-3087, 24 hrs., for
more information. &
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